ADVICE-20-007-22

ADVICE

From the effective date of this Advice Note and until a revised Forest Stewardship Standard (FSS)
incorporating the changes resulting from M37/2021 becomes effective in a country and the transition period
towards that Forest Stewardship Standard is completed:

1. The revised Criteria 6.9 and 6.10, and the new Criterion 6.11 in <FSC-STD-01-001 V5-3 FSC Principles
and Criteria for Forest Stewardship> supersede the corresponding criteria laid out in the existing FSS.

2. The Organization shall conform with the International Generic Indicators under Criteria 6.9 and 6.10, and
the new Criterion 6.11* in <FSC-STD-60-004 V2-1 International Generic Indicators>.

3. Clause 2 shall prevail over conflicting, inconsistent, or otherwise incompatible requirements in existing
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International Generic Indicators under Criteria 6.9 and 6.10, and the new Criterion 6.11
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6.9. The Organization* shall not convert natural forest* or High Conservation Value* areas to plantations* or
to non-forest land use, nor transform plantations on sites directly converted from natural forest to non-forest
land use, except when the conversion:

a) affects a very limited portion* of the Management Unit*, and

b) will produce clear, substantial, additional, secure long-term conservation and social benefits in the
Management Unit, and

c) does not damage or threaten High Conservation Values, nor any sites or resources necessary to
maintain or enhance those High Conservation Values.
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6.9.1 There is no conversion of natural forest or High Conservation Value Areas to plantations, or to non-
forest land-use, nor transformation of plantations on sites directly converted from natural forest to non-
forest land-use, except when it

1) Affects a very limited portion of the Management Unit, and

2) Will produce clear, substantial, additional, secure, long-term conservation and social benefits in the
Management Unit, and

3) Does not damage or threaten High Conservation Values, nor any sites or resources necessary to
maintain or enhance those High Conservation Values.
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6.10. Management Units* containing plantations* that were established on areas converted from natural
forest* between 1 December 1994 and 31 December 2020 shall not qualify for certification, except where:
a) the conversion affected a very limited portion* of the Management Unit and is producing clear,
substantial, additional, secure long term conservation* benefits in the Management Unit, or

b) The Organization* which was directly or indirectly involved in the conversion demonstrates restitution of
all social harms and proportionate remedy of environmental harms as specified in the applicable FSC
Remedy Framework, or

c) The Organization which was not involved in conversion but has acquired Management Units where
conversion has taken place demonstrates restitution of priority social harms and partial remedy of
environmental harms as specified in the applicable FSC Remedy Framework.
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6.10.1 Based on Best Available Information, accurate data is compiled on all conversions between 1
December 1994 and 31 December 2020 within the Management Unit.
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6.10.2 Areas converted from natural forest to plantation between 1 December 1994 and 31 December
2020 are not certified, except where:

1) The conversion affected a very limited portion of the Management Unit and is producing clear,
substantial, additional, secure long- term conservation benefits in the Management Unit, or

2) The Organization which was directly or indirectly involved in the conversion demonstrates restitution of all
social harms and proportionate remedy of environmental harms as specified in the applicable FSC Remedy
Framework, or

3) The Organization which was not involved in conversion but has acquired Management Units where
conversion has taken place demonstrates restitution of priority social harms and partial remedy of
environmental harms as specified in the applicable FSC Remedy Framework, or

4) The Organization qualifies as a small-scale smallholder.
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6.11. Management Units* shall not qualify for certification if they contain natural forests* or High
Conservation Value* areas converted after 31 December 2020, except where the conversion:

a) affected a very limited portion* of the Management Unit, and

b) is producing clear, substantial, additional, secure long-term conservation* and social benefits in the
Management Unit, and

c) did not threaten High Conservation Values, nor any sites or resources necessary to maintain or enhance
those High Conservation Values.
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6.11.1 Based on Best Available Information, accurate data is compiled on all conversions of natural forests
and High Conservation Value Areas after 31 December 2020 within the Management Unit.
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6.11.2 Areas where natural forests or High Conservation Value Areas have been converted after 31
December 2020 are not certified, except where the conversion:

1) Affected a very limited portion of the Management Unit, and

2) Is producing clear, substantial, additional, secure long-term conservation and social benefits in the
Management Unit, and

3) Did not threaten High Conservation Values, nor any sites or resources necessary to maintain or enhance
those High Conservation Values.
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