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Stakeholder consultation of the FSC Centralized National Risk Assessment

Country: Japan
Controlled Wood Category: 5 (Wood from forests in which genetically modified trees are planted)
Please provide your details:

Contributor (Name):               

Organization (if applicable):              

E-mail:                

Please mark all boxes that are relevant to you or your organization with an “X”.
    FSC Member


    Certificate Holder

    FSC-Accredited certification body
    Accreditation Services International

    FSC International
    FSC Regional Office

    FSC Network Partner


    Standard Development Group

    Other

If you are an FSC member, please indicate your chamber and sub-chamber. If you are not an FSC member, please indicate the main interest you represent. 

    Environmental

    Social


    Economic 

If you are an FSC member, please indicate your sub-chamber.
    North


    South

Please send this document saved with your comments to Darren Brown (d.brown@fsc.org) by 2 April 2015.
Table 5. Requirements for risk assessment of the use of GM trees (FSC-PRO-60-002a V1-0 FSC National Risk Assessment Framework)
	Indicator
	Context and considerations
	Thresholds

	5.1. There is no commercial use of genetically modified trees.
	Does applicable legislation for the area under assessment include a ban for commercial use of GMO (trees)?

Is there evidence of unauthorized use of GMO (trees)?

Is there any commercial use of GMO (trees) in the country or region?

Are there any trials of GMO (trees) in the country or region?

Are licenses required for commercial use of GMO (trees)?

Are there any licenses issued for GM trees relevant for the area under assessment? (If so, in what regions, for what species and to which entities?)

What species of GMO (trees) are used?

Can it be clearly determined in which MUs the GMO (trees) are used?
	‘Low risk’ thresholds:
(1) GMO (trees) use is illegal according to applicable legislation of the area under assessment AND the risk assessment for relevant indicators of Category 1 confirms that applicable legislation is enforced ('low risk'), 

OR

(2) There is no commercial use of GMO (tree) species in the area under assessment, 

AND

(3) Other available evidence does not challenge a ‘low risk’ designation.

‘Specified risk’ thresholds:
(4) GMO (trees) use is illegal according to applicable legislation of the area under assessment but risk assessment for relevant indicators of Category 1 confirms ‘specified risk', 

OR

(5) There is commercial use of GM tree species in the area under assessment. 


	Indicator 
	Sources of information

	Risk determination

and specification (if not low risk)
	Functional scale

	Control Measures
	Stakeholder feedback

	5.1. There is no use of genetically modified trees.
	Act on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity through Regulations on the Use of Living Modified Organisms (Established on June 18, 2005.  Last amended on December 13, 2013) 

http://law.e-gov.go.jp/htmldata/H15/H15HO097.html 

Forestry Seeds and Seedlings Act (Established on May 22, 1970.  Last amended on March 30, 2009)

http://hourei.hounavi.jp/hourei/S45/S45HO089.php 

News about Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute investigating using Cryptomeria japonica (March 21, 2013). （http://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXNASDG2104O_R20C13A3CR8000/）　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
	LOW RISK

(1) GMO use is illegal according to applicable legislation of the area under assessment AND the risk assessment for relevant indicators of Category 1 confirms that applicable legislation is enforced. 

The use of GMO is not prohibited in Japan, but is regulated and approval is required prior to commercial use. The Act on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity through Regulations on the Use of Living Modified Organisms applies with regards to the use of GMOs. In order to use GMO commercially, an approval of the competent minister is required together with evidence proving that the GMO does not affect biological diversity. 

(2) There is no commercial use of GMO (tree) species in the area under assessment,

There is research on genetically modified forestry trees (such as low level pollen or no pollen trees), but these are still in the phase of research. It is predicted that it will take another ten years before there is any commercial use. Commercial use of GMOs need the approval of the competent minister and there is no case of such approval so far.

AND

(3) Other available evidence does not challenge ´low risk´ designation.

GMO is regulated and no approval is given to date. As it is assumed to take another 10 years before research on GMO can be used commercially in Japan the indicator is considered to be of low risk.  
	N/A
	N/A
	                                       


� Provide justification why only these sources were used in the assessment. 


� Spatial units based on non-geographical characteristics, e.g. type of forested area tenure/ownership, scope of management, SIR.
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